Vernon River Home and School Meeting
		Wednesday, Nov. 13th 7pm
1) Welcome – Melynda welcomed everyone. ( 12 people present ) 
2) Approval of the agenda -Crissy Czank
3) Approval of Minutes from last meeting –circulated and approved with no changes – Moved by Lauren Gill-O’Brien and seconded by Amy MacLean.   
4) Grade 9 Report ( Ms. MacDonald)
· Successful season for girls VR2 volleyball team, improving each game
· Girls VR2 volleyball had a great year making it to the quarter final against Belfast this evening.
· Cross Country went well- 22/44 students advanced to the prov. meet. 
· Grade 8/9 is organizing a Christmas shopping party Nov. 22nd 6-9 pm (Social Studies)
· Basketball practice will be next week.
Report was moved by Ms. MacDonald and seconded by Cheryl Drake.  

5) Business arising from previous minutes
· Crissy Czank reported on the Parent Leadership Grant proposal. The deadline is approaching (Dec. 11th) Suggestions for topics discussed were communication, stress management and art.  Crissy will head the committee to prepare the proposal.
·  Marin MacCallum spoke about the successful Fall Family Fun Run. $240 (minus $20 expenses) was made,  31 participants - Marin presented a “How to…” guide for future planning of this event. Ideas were discussed to improve on the event - adding more categories, more distances, more promotion etc. 
· Water bottles are now available for purchase through Facebook and hotlunches.net.  There were some sales made during parent teacher interviews.
· Executive positions for co-president and co-treasurer are being filled by Ellen McQuaid and Amy MacLean respectively.  
· Home and school will present a monthly cheque for $50 to the grade 9 class for their help with the hot lunch program.  Moved by Lauren Gill O’Brien and seconded by Marin McCallum.   

6) Treasurer’s Report 
Cheryl Drake presented the Treasurer’s report for Sept. and Oct.  2013. The opening balance for Sept. was $2200.04. The income for Sept. was $989.24 and expenses were $1115.85 for a closing balance for Sept. of $2053.43. The opening balance for Oct. was $2053.43. The income for the period was $2292.96 and expenses were $1512.81 for a closing balance of $2833.58. A cheque for $220.00 (profit from fun run) and $468 (profit from May spring caileigh) will go toward future purchases of FM systems.  Inquiry will be made to see if the $468 cheque was given to the school in July for FM systems.  The financial summary template is being worked on and will be complete for the January meeting to cover the 2013-2014 school year.  Cheryl moved the adoption of her report. It was seconded by Lauren Gill O’Brien.  

7) Lunch Program Report
Cheryl gave a hot lunch report.  75 families have 116 students registered with hotlunches.net.  This online ordering system is putting less time demands on volunteers.  There is an average of 60 orders per hot lunch day.  Gluten free pizza has been added to the menu.  Hotlunches.net is proving to be a positive experience with a continual learning curve for all using it.  It continues to be an attractive option for many schools (60 new schools since September.) Cheryl moved her report and it was seconded by Tracy MacDonald.  
   
8) Principal’s Report (Robyn )
· Terry Fox Run venue and route was changed this year due to maintenance on the trail.
· Magazine campaign fell short of previous year but grade 3 class did a great accounting job. (typically done by grade 9)
· Archery has begun for grades 6 and up. Archery club, which is a big hit, is held on Mondays from 4-5pm and they hope to have a competition vs. Souris archery club in the future.  
· There is some minor maintenance needed after an impromptu visit from health and safety inspector.  
· Remembrance Day assembly went well.
· Book Fair was held in the lobby this year - numbers are not yet in.
· High amount of positive feedback from student led interviews.
· Dec. 6th report cards - Dec 20th last day for Christmas break.  School is looking at options for changing the last day activities (curling and caroling being considered)
· Staff member retiring - Thank you Ms. Penny! 
Robyn moved her report and it was seconded by Crissy Czank.  
9) Occupational Health and Safety Committee Report (Melynda )
· Minor maintenance needed: outdoor light, ceiling vents in library, new locks on some classrooms 
Report was moved by Melynda Pirch and seconded by Crissy Czank.
 
10) New Business 
· Deb Sioen attended the consultation session on Nov. 4th for the Montague family of schools round table discussion on what could be common concerns or goals and what can be done to make progress approaching these. She was the VRCS home and school Rep.  Stretched resources and open communication seemed to be on everyone’s minds. 
· Christmas concert (Dec 11th at 7pm) is a pirate play and musical presentations with full participation of whole student body. Grade 9 (along with donations) will have a refreshment table at the intermission.   
· Parent teacher turn out numbers continue to increase.
· Home and school updates will be made to the VRCS website and a link connecting it to the new hotlunches.net will be made.
· The idea of a Read-A-Thon was brought up with tentative plans to hold an event the end of January- February. Updates will be in newsletters. Anyone interested in being involved can contact Deb Sioen or Lauren Gill O’Brien.  
· The Extra Mile Award is still open for nominations.  Anyone who would like to help nominate a VRCS teacher can bring it to Melynda’s attention before Dec. 2nd.
· No new resolutions will be put forward.
· A call for more L-O-V-E readers will be put out in the local church bulletins.
10. Home and school would like to thank everyone for donating time and products to the Fall Fun Run and refreshments for the Remembrance Day assembly.  Everyone was pleased with the improvements to student learning. Provincial assessment results are available through PEI Home and School Federation. Some highlights were…
· 20% increase in grade 3 students meeting grade level expectation in reading
· Almost 20% decrease in the same students having difficulty
· 20% increase in grade 6 students meeting expectations in reading
· 10 new literacy coaches added to The Island since 2007
· grade 9 students excelling in math
11) The next Vernon River Home and School meeting is set for Tuesday, January 14th at 7pm. Childcare and brownies will be provided!

12) Lauren Gill-O’Brien made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:45pm.

