Vernon River Home and School Meeting
		Tuesday, Jan. 14th, 2014   7pm
1) Welcome – Melynda welcomed everyone. ( 8 people present ) 
2) Approval of the agenda (with the date corrected to reflect today’s’ date)- Moved by Deb Sioen and seconded by Mary Kouwenberg
3) Approval of Minutes from last meeting –circulated and approved with no changes – moved by Cheryl Drake and seconded by Mary Kouwenberg.   
4) Grade 9 Report ( Lydia Butler)
· VRCS basketball teams are doing well (girls 3 wins 2 losses, boys have 4 losses but are improving with every game ) 
· December field trip to the curling club was fun. Thank you to the Home and School for your support.
· Next month we will be celebrating the Olympics and the Jr. High classes are hoping to go downhill skiing
· Valentine’s Day dance here for grades 6-9.
Report was moved by Lydia Butler and seconded by Lauren Gill-O’Brien.  

5) Business arising from previous minutes
· Crissy Czank reported on the Parent Leadership Grant proposal. The proposal has been submitted and we are awaiting word as to whether it has been approved or not. a written copy of the proposal was circulated. 
· Cash chits have been made up and sent to the school to be distributed to the grade 9 class on a monthly basis for their help with the weekly lunch orders.  Each one is valued at $50 and is awarded each month.   
· Christmas Concert feedback - Great performances by the students and loads of hours of work put in by the VRCS staff.  Concerns were raised about the quality of the sound system in the gym and a discussion followed.  Mr. Wood will look into the possibility of someone coming to the school to assess what we would need as a sound system for the conditions that we have in the gym.  He will report back to us.  
· Read-A-Thon - Plans were in the works for a Home and School read-a-thon and planning was underway by Deb Sioen.  There will now be a school based read-a-thon on January 31st as a fundraiser for the Kenya project.  This event is organized by the school and will happen during school time.  Plans for the home and school read-a-thon will be re-visited.  More information will follow at a later date.


6) Treasurer’s Report 
Georgette Turner (co-treasurer) prepared a Financial Summary to reflect financial activities from Sept. 2012-August 2013.  The total income for the year was $10 921.32 and the total expenses were $12 191.04.  There were some questions for Georgette and she was not able to be there due to illness so the financial summary will be discussed and reviewed at our March meeting.  

 Cheryl Drake presented the Treasurer’s report for November 2013. The opening balance for Nov. was $2833.59. The income for Nov. was $1150.00 and expenses were $1760.33 for a closing balance for Nov. of $2223.26. Cheryl moved the adoption of her report. It was seconded by Lauren Gill O’Brien.  

7) Lunch Program Report
Cheryl gave a lunch program report.  
· She hopes to be able to work with a 2 week menu from now on with people ordering and paying for 2 weeks at a time. 
· If students are going to be absent please e-mail Cheryl ( vrhands@gmail.com ) and she can credit your lunch program account.
· grilled cheese is very popular
Cheryl moved her report and it was seconded by Lauren Gill O’Brien.     
8) Principal’s Report (Dave )
· Jan. 27th - “Reading up a Storm” program at the school where members form the Island Storm basketball team will visit and read with the kids.  Jan. 30th will be a school read-a-thon and the student of the month assembly.
· Feb. 5th - Shawna Evans-Renaud (MRHS principal) will be at the school for a high school registration meeting.  High school parent night and MRHS school tour will happen later on.  
· There are 14 students registered for kindergarten next fall and there are 7 students graduating from grade 9 this year.  This should cause an increase in the school population and is projected to be the case for the next few years.   
· A sound system has been installed in the grade 6-7 classroom and is now up and running.
· Jan. 31st PD day will focus on the moderated marking of student writing in collaboration with other schools.  Specialists and EA staff will participate in sessions of interest to them.  On Feb. 28th (PD day), the teachers will look at the writing data from their marking day and decide on where to go next in their teaching of writing.  It was indicated that the data collected could be made available to Home and School as well.  
· Grades 5 and up can expect to participate in student led conferences again this term. 
· Tom Hilton will speak to the students (all grades) regarding Rights and Responsibilities.      ( Friday morning, January 24th)       
· Feb. 10th “Festival of Small Halls” will make a presentation to grade 6-7 about the War of 1812.  (link to Social studies)
Dave moved his report and it was seconded by Cheryl Drake.  
9) Occupational Health and Safety Committee Report (Melynda )
· No report at this time as no meetings have been held

10) New Business 
· Home and School will be contacting parents to bring in items for Staff Appreciation Week Feb. 10-14 2014.  Several ideas were suggested. Be on the lookout for the e-mail contact. 
· PEI Home and School Annual Convention April 12th.  We can send 5 members. Please contact one of the Home and School executive members if you are interested in attending.   
· Mary Kouwenberg presented information from the playground committee that there is still money available for a permanent piece of playground equipment at the school. (abut$1500)  Suggestions were made and catalogues will be available at the next meeting to give an idea of costs of different pieces and further decisions will be made then. 
· Please see the bulletin board for 2 sessions being offered (“Education and Preparedness” - Jan. 20th 7pm Stratford Town Hall and State of Mathematics - Jan. 17th 1:30pm UPEI))

11) A few general comments were shared at the end of the meeting:
· Lauren Gill O’Brien shared that there was great participation in pre-Christmas activities - seemed to be engaging for all students
· Melynda will e-mail Lauren Gill O’Brien with the changes that need to be made regarding our page on the school website (names and phone numbers of current executive members).

12) The next Vernon River Home and School meeting is set for Wednesday, March 12th at 7pm. Childcare and brownies will be provided!

13) Lauren Gill-O’Brien made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:20pm.

